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returned, gained their previous high poim, bivouacked and climbed the 300m head-wall the
following day. The Americans John Bragg and Jay Wilson reached the summit of Cerro Torre
a year after their first ascem of Torre Egger. Rouse and Carrington climbed a new route on
the W face of the Aiguille Poincenot in 15 hours having previously failed on th'e 21 OOm W face
of FitzRoy-they completed 1500m before bad weather imervened. In all, 9 climbers reached
the summit of FitzRoy in the season using either the American or Super Couloir routes.

In the Paine group, Cheesmond and Dawson made the first ascem of The Mummer (c
2150m) in 20 pitches (A3,5sup).

The following guide-books have been received:

Guia de Excursionismo para la Cordillera de Santiago Gaston San Roman (Samiago:
Federacion de Andinismo de Chile, 1977, 81 illustrations in black and white, pp 136) Text in
Spanish, describing the hiking that can be done in the Andean district ofSamiago province, in
cemral Chile. Hikes from about 1000 to 5400m high are surveyed; some reach passes on the
Argeminian border. There is no map (readers are referred to military maps sold in the
coumry) and photos are a bit too dark. But heights, distances, resources, huts, camps, poims
of imerest and even local folklore are efficiemly covered. Considering the quality of the text
alone, this work is in my opinion the best so far published by an Andean moumaineer.
Unfortunately this, the first Chilean moumain guide, appears when much of the area it
describes has been awarded in concession to foreign copper companies and closed to local
climbers and hikers.

E. Echevarria

Nievesy Riscos Merideiios R. A. Romero (Caracas: Cromotip, 1976, 108 illustrations in
black and white, 16 in colour, pp 246). Romero surveys the expeditions that his club, the
Cemro Excursionista de Caracas, carried out in the Sierra Nevada de Mhida between 1936
and 1976, mostly around Pico Bolivar the Liberator and an exaggerated patriotism shows in
almost every page. But from the viewpoim of the illustrations, this is the best coverage of the
Merida range that has so far appeared and photography alone can made this book worth its
price.

E. Echevarria

POLAR REGIONS
In Greenland in 1976, a number of small parties of various nationalities were active in the S
and W. Among these were 2 Spanish groups who were in the Evighedsfjord (led by Ramon
Mansol) and Wegeners Halvo (led by Jordi Riera) areas; the latter sailed from Spain in a 30ft
boat. Both parties made some first ascems of minor peaks. The British Trans Globe Expedi
tion under its leader Sir Ranulph Twistleton Wickham-Fiennes with members Charles Burton
and Oliver Shapard spem the summer in Thule training and testing equipment preparatory to
their aim of following the Greenwich meridian around the world. The expedition started in
August 1977, will use surface transport only, and will take 3 years to complete. In April 1976,
Jeni and Derek Fordham, with 2 Eskimos, travelled from Thule via the Kane Basin and along
the E coast of Ellesmere Island, where they surveyed some palaeo- Eskimo settlemems.

The 1977 South African Baffin Island Expedition, led by L. P. Fatti, attempted the N face
of Tasuit Tower. This peak had already been climbed and named Bastion by Roger
O'Donovan's party (see AA] 1977 202). They were driven back by bad weather; however, 2
members climbed the Tower by an easy ridge at the back and also 3 other peaks, one
Castle-a first ascem. See p 153.

Steve Parr writes that he and Phil Bartlett climbed in Baffin Land in July and August 1976.
An attempt on the S face of Moum Asgard was foiled by bad weather. However, they made 2
major new ascents. The first was a rock-tower in a valley S of Tyr Peak, lying fairly close to
Summit Lake. The route was via the NW ridge (about 2000ft) in 23 hours with 60 aid poims;
upper and lower thirds fairly sustained (Vsup and A2) with a middle section on slabs and
cracks (IVsup). They also climbed the W face of Moum Friga (see accompanying photo); a
mixed route with 2500 to 3000ft of climbing in 8t hours. There was considerable objective
danger from avalanches from the upper couloirs but the technical rock standard was low
(Scottish buttress climbing up to IV). Also inJuly 1976, Craig McKibben and Clark Gerhardt
climbed a new route on the E face of Turnweather Peak in Baffin Land (3000ft, 5.8,A2). In
addition, they made 2 other good ascems nearby. Further detail is given in Mountain 53 13.
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Les Alpes (Review, Summer 1977, P 62) contains an account of an expedition to Spiubergen
by H. NiinlisL They went to a region in the NW of the island, near the Lilliehook Glacier, a
previously unexplored area with permanent ice cover and a number of small peaks of 1000 to
1200m.

BRITISH ISLES
A review of the British rock-climbing scene covering the period 1974 to 1977 appears on p
227. Mountain has also carried some articles which summarize recent events and trends;
'Lakeland climbing in the seventies' by Rob Matheson (54 19) and 'Goganh saga' by Alec
Sharp (57 20). The latter is a history of the development of Craig Gogarth in Anglesey which
began in earnest in 1964.

The subject of grading has been under discussion in the last year, it being felt in some
quarters thal ome alterations are necessary to accommodate recent developments. Crags (5
(4) suggests a new system of grading of extreme routes-this is an extension of the present
system which it is fell does not cope Wilh the variety of extreme routes being put up today. The
basic idea is to divide the extreme grade into 5 sections; El, E2 etc, higher number indicating
greater difficulty. Some suggested examples are given from some of the major routes in the
counrry in this issue of Crags and in subsequent ones. The Climbers' Club plans to use this
syslem in its fonhcoming Guides, and a table of gradings is published for comment in
Mountain 57 36. Some changes in the same direction are taking place N of the border. The
SMC has decided to splil the VS grade into 2 categories, VS and HVS and a list of the main
Scottish routes has been published in the SMC Journal. By and large, it appears that the VS
grade is now in line with similar gradings elsewhere, whereas the HVS grading is more
problematic.

In the past year, the vexed question of education in climbing has been much debated, and
has focused on the status of the Mountain Leadership Certificate. On the one hand, the anti
educationalists feel that 'educational climbing' is a contradiction in terms; they think that
essential aspects that characterize the spon are lost as a result of lhe close regulation implied,
eg the elements of danger and the exercise of initiative and self-reliance. On the other hand,
the educationalists feel that there is nothing new in the idea of teaching climbing and point
out that in the past the majority of climbers underwent some 'educational' process, albeit
often of an informal kind in their introduction to the sport. In this context, it has been felt
that the MLC, as an obligatory qualification in many cases, is often a poor indication of
competence to deal with emergency situations in the hills and mountains.

At the time of going to press (December 1977) the issue is still far from clear and the
complex debate continues to arouse a considerable amount of passion in all panies. Blow-by
blow accounts of the progress of the affair are reponed at regular intervals in the bi-monthly
climbing press and it is impossible at this stage to predict what the OUlcome will be. When a
final accommodation is reached, we hope to present an impanial version of the whole story.
1n the meantime we shall refrain from further comment.

In another context, the BMC has been criticized (Crags 6 3 I) for its slowness in acting for
the climbing world in mallers of access to areas such as Chapel Head Scar in the Lake District.
Crags decided to publish their own guide to the cliff, which they had previously withheld while
negotiations were taking place. They felt that it could not wail any longer and that climbers
should pressurize the BMC to act more quickly on their behalf.

The following guide-books have been received:

Dartmoor Tony Moulam (West Col Productions, 1976, pp 68, map and dtagrams, £2.50)
This guide covers all the climbs within the National Park boundary and, whilst it is good to
have an up-to-date version, the spaced-out format and large fancy capitals introducinl1: the
various sections give the impression that the book has had to be stretched to attain even 68
pages. A cheaper soft back version would appear more appropriate.

Dorset R. J. Crewe and R. L. M. Shepton (R. j. Crewe, 1977, pp 235, pictures and diagrams,
£3.50) This is a revision and up-dating of the 1969 guide-book by R. C. White Ilublished by
the Climbers' Club.

Climbers' guide-books to lesser crags are serious-minded books produced by enthusiastic
and serious-minded young men. This one gives the impression of being too thorough, toO
lengthy for the comparative insignificance of the subject matter. The place never seems to
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